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K SPORTS EDUCATION & TRAINING
K Sports Cobdown is a 28 acre, multi-sport facility in the heart of the county of Kent. An award-winning venue 
based in Maidstone, here at K Sports we’re dedicated to creating opportunity for the local community. 
At the centre of this is our exciting, new Education and Training provision.

First class amenities including a FIFA Pro rated 
surface, sand-dressed multi-sport pitch, state of 
the art Technogym and squash courts have created 
a hub of activity at K Sports. The word is already 
spreading quickly about the fantastic improvements 
that have taken place in our short history. 

With our facilities an extremely attractive offer, 
we have developed partnerships with a number 

of educational and training focused organisations, 
as well as statutory bodies such as Kent County 
Council, to offer a variety of unique programmes.

K Sports is the award-winning facility creating a 
buzz across the sport sector in Kent and offers a 
unique pathway to help you or your child build 
their future. We hope the following pages will 
give you an insight as to why.

Come on board and make the most of this exciting new chapter
– for us, and for you…



We offer an alternative approach to education for those 
who need it the most. Some students do not engage with 
traditional education methods, so a different style which is 
engaging to their needs, allows them to achieve qualifications 
and develop as young people, is required. This is where our 
facilities come into their own. Classroom facilities within our 
main building, besides portable classrooms are currently 
utilised as traditional settings for teaching and learning. 
Whilst our brand-new gym is a perfect environment for 
students to apply work-based learning; and our 3G FIFA Pro 
rated pitch will provide a facility for sport and PE lessons.

Our construction bay, along with live maintenance jobs 
onsite, are also available to practically teach our students as 
part of their building and construction qualifications.

Working in partnership with local secondary schools and 
other alternative provisions, we have a team of qualified 
and experienced staff to deliver tuition in the core English 
and Maths subjects, at differing levels (including Functional 
Skills and GCSE), as well as routes in to health and fitness or 
building and construction.

ALTERNATIVE
CURRICULUM



September 2018 sees the launch of our full time football 
academy for 16-19 year old boys and girls. Our academy 
players will be given the opportunity to study and train at 
our award-winning facility, whilst enjoying a high quality 
experience with three focus areas around Education, 
Employability and Sporting Excellence.
 
EDUCATION
The education offer will depend on the academic levels of 
each student. The K Sports academic curriculum offer will 
consist of:

l Sports BTEC L1/L2 Diploma
l  Sports BTEC L3 Extended Diploma
l BTEC L3 Certificate in Personal Training
l L3 Physical Education in School Sport (PESS)
l FA Coaching Level One

If students achieve the Sports BTEC L3 Extended Diploma 
to an overall D*D*D* grade they will achieve enough 
UCAS points to enrol on various sports-based degrees at 
university. All students will be taught by subject specialist 
tutors and where necessary English and Mathematics 
will be delivered to those who have not achieved grade 
4 or above. English and Mathematics will be delivered 
throughout any qualification.

EMPLOYABILITY 
A relevant work placement of at least 100 hours per 
academic year will be arranged with local sports partners 
and/or primary schools based on each individual’s work 
aspirations. With excellent partner links in Kent, K Sports 
can also offer exit routes into sports-based Apprenticeships.
 
Additionally, excellent relationships with universities who 
offer routes into Higher Education in England and with various 
partnerships to American universities are also available.

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING AND GAMES PROGRAMME
The U19 Football Academy will timetable practical training 
sessions so students receive weekly professional UEFA 
‘A’ and ‘B’ Licence coaching delivered from a structured 
Academy Performance Plan, in accordance to the Elite 
Player Performance Plan and The FA Future Game 
document.
 
Where appropriate there will be opportunities for players 
to play in an organised and structured league, play 
professional football clubs, and to be entered into relevant 
tournaments, therefore increasing their opportunities of 
a route into semi-professional or professional football 
clubs. The Football Academy intends to develop a legacy 
which enables young people to continue high-quality football 
participation and to motivate and inspire others.

UNDER 19 FOOTBALL ACADEMY



TRAINEESHIPS
For anyone aged 16 to 24 with an interest in working in the 
sports industry, our traineeships offer a perfect opportunity. 
It doesn’t matter if you have little or no experience, that’s 
when we step in to help support you.

Our 12-week education and training programme is free*. 
Trainees will be expected to complete all training days, 
which is 30 hours per week, for the duration.

Trainees will enjoy work experience that focuses on giving 
them the skills and experience that employers are looking 
for. It also gives the opportunity to gain qualifications and 
experience within the work place setting.

l FA Level 1 qualification in Football Coaching
l English and Mathematics tuition – Level 2 Functional Skills
l YLiYB – Your Life is Your Business behavioural   
 change programme
l CV writing and Interview Skills workshop 
l Safeguarding Children and Young People Workshop

Our traineeships provide a lead in experience to our 
apprenticeship programme and will give any young person a 
chance to see how the sports industry works, and what our 
apprenticeship programme is all about.  

* trainees may be required to pay travel costs



APPRENTICESHIPS 
From September 2018, we’ll be offering young people 
the opportunity to undertake a Sports Teaching Assistant 
Apprenticeship. 

This 30 hours per week Apprenticeship places young people 
within partner schools across Kent, where they will deliver a 
multitude of different subjects such as; PE, numeracy, literacy, 
breakfast clubs, lunchtime clubs, after school clubs, one to one 
pupil support, behaviour mentoring and additional support 
for children with physical and mental disabilities.

Our learners will progress to complete the following 
qualificaitons:

l Level 3 Award in Employment Awareness in 
 Active Leisure and Learning (QCF)
l Level 2 Certificate in Supporting Learning in 
 Physical Education and School Sport (QCF) 
l Level 2 NVQ in Activity Leadership (QCF)
l Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Supporting the Delivery   
 of Physical Education and School Sport (QCF)
l NVQ Level 2 or 3 Diploma (supplied by 1st4Sport)   
 in Supporting the Delivery of PE and School Sport 
l Functional skills in English and Maths (if required) 
l FA Level 1 Football Coaching Certificate.  

The initial apprenticeship lasts for one year with the 
following progression paths available for each of our 
apprentices to consider…

l Stay at the school as a teaching assistant and expect
 the support to progress towards teacher status
l Seek alternative teaching assistant employment
l Opt for a career in sports coaching with prior teaching   
 and planning experience
l Continue through a foundation degree to finish   
 with QTS with PE specialism

At the end of a K Sports Apprenticeship, our learners will 
gain teaching assistant and sporting qualifications and 
develop their ‘classroom presence’. The schools we work 
with, will have gained a well-rounded, confident member 
of staff who can support existing teachers, deliver sports 
and activities and become a role model.

It’s a positive first step to a really rewarding career 
option and one we’ll be guiding you along.



Whilst studying at K Sports, our experienced staff team will 
work with individuals to discuss and consider ‘their next 
step’. Depending upon which programme of study a learner 
is engaged with, there are a variety of potential exit routes.  

As well as progressing directly onto another K Sports 
programme, our learners will be presented with 
opportunities such as:

l Direct links with University Degrees in the Football   
 and Sports Industry at Wembley Stadium and   
 Canterbury Christchurch University with access to   
 a variety of Higher Education courses.
l Connections with local business including O’Keefe   
 Construction and opportunities for Apprenticeships.
l Experiences working with Kent based sports    
 organisations.

THE NEXT STEP



“What a fantastic opportunity here. The set up and 
everything about it is very, very positive.”
PETER TAYLOR 
Former England men’s and Under 21s Manager
 

“K Sports certainly has an ambitious project aiming to 
combine sporting opportunity with academic achievement 
and vocational learning. K Sports can help have a positive 
impact on education. Not only does sport boost self-
esteem and confidence, it teaches important key skills 
including team work, leadership and respect.”
REHMAN CHISHTI
MP for Gillingham and Rainham
 

“I love this place. I drive past and think it’s a phenomenal 
space which hasn’t been maximised in the past. I’m trying 
to encourage facilities like this to not focus on one sport. 
This is a huge opportunity for community sport here in 
Aylesford and I look forward to supporting its work.”
TRACY CROUCH
Sports and Civil Society Minister
and MP for Chatham and Aylesford
 

“K Sports provides a wide range of opportunities to 
help young people gain valuable experience and practical 
skills. After working with the team they are able to engage 
and inspire young people to achieve their full potential.”
DAVID KNOX 
Apprenticeship and Employer Engagement Officer, 
Skills and Employability Service, Kent County Council
 

“K Sports offers an original and exciting approach to 
education in a unique environment. The investment 
into facilities at Cobdown should inspire and motivate 
potential students and young people, whilst providing 
an opportunity to pursue a variety of courses and 
careers within the sports industry”
DR NICK WILDE 
Head of Academics, University Degrees in the Football, 
Sports & Events Industries

DON’T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT



K SPORTS EDUCATION PATHWAY
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